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THE SUPREME BEING

AT all times there have been men whose minds
have turned in the direction of speculation as to
the origin and end of things, the fundamental
unity of Nature, the original substance out of
which everything has come, the source of all the
energy which is displayed in innumerable forms
in the phenomena of Nature.

One person talks of Fire as the origin of every-
thing, as the chief God, the underlying substance
of things ; another speaks of Water, the great
deep, as both the womb and cradle of Nature.
Then there are similar references to Ether, Air
and Earth.  Modern scholars are baffled by
these terms, which with the ancient philosophers
did not have that literal meaning which we
ordinarily assign to them, but had a certain
technical and inclusive sense. When these
different symbols are dwelt upon and belauded